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HOW MINIMALISTIC CAN A CHAIR BE, WITHOUT LOSING ITS FUNCTION? 
IF YOU WERE TO STRIP THE CHAIR OF ALL THAT IS UNNECESSARY, WHAT 
WOULD BE LEFT? AND WHAT IS THE MOTIVATION OF MAKING YET ANOTHER 
CHAIR IN THE FIRST PLACE? 

The idea first came from the notion that minimalistic 
design is good for the environment when it means a 
reduction of material. Out of this idea the will to re-
duce everything was born. How far could I take this?

It is important to me that the products I make are not 
only made to be sold but to add something new to 
the already packed market. If I was aiming for envi-
ronmentally friendly, why design a new product at 
all? Surely the most minimalistic and eco-friendly 
product is no product at all. Do we even need a new 
product?

In examining the very basic physiological human 
needs (air, food, water and shelter), we quickly see a 
huge discrepancy with the lives we live today. When 
was the need for food, sleep and shelter replaced 
with the need for a smartphone and Wi-Fi? We all 
need a home to feel safe, but how big those homes 
are and what we store in them is a different question. 

In our modern homes, there is a lot that can be re-
duced. Out of all those products I chose to work 
with the chair. This is the designer’s darling, being 
designed and redesigned over and over again even 
though what we need from a chair hardly changes.

Throughout my bachelors project, I explored both 
the meaning of minimalism and the functions of a 
chair. The result was Essential – a series of minimal-
istic chairs. From a classic chair to a simple seat, the 
series addresses the different functions of a chair. 
Does a chair need to have a backrest to be a chair? 
Does it need to have legs? Or is simply a place to 
sit enough?
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